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EXECUTIVE A meeting of the executive of the B.C.L.A. was held in the New 
MEETINGS Westminster Public Library on April 18, 1941. All were present. 


Dr. Lamb reported that he had discussed the agency business with 
two booksellers, They felt that with trade books an agency could be developed 
very satisfactorily, but not with technical books. In the case of the latter 
the publishers preferred to deal directly with their customers and would rarely 
give a Canadian book agency a higher discount than they would give a customer 
direct. 


The President gave a tentative outline of the programme for the 
annual meeting. The idea of having displays was discussed and approved and 
various committees were appointed. It was agreed that a letter be written to 
Mr. C.S. Sanderson expressing regret that he would not be at the conference, 


It was agreed that moving pictures from the Extension department 
of the University would be shown at the evening meeting. 


It was decided to invite elementary school librarians who are 
not members of the B.C.L.A. to attend the afternoon and evening sessions. 


The following committees were appointed: 
Displays - Miss D, Kelly, Chairman. 
Hospitality - Miss B, Greenwood, Chairman. 


Miss G, Lewis 
Miss Es Mercer 
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Nominations - Dr. W.K. Lamb, Chairman. 
Miss I. McAfee 
Miss J. Bramley 
Programmes - Dr. WK. Lamb, Chairman. 


Resolutions - Mr. Je Ridington 





COMMITTEE The following are the reports of the Standing Committees of B.C.L.A, 
for the year 1940-41, 





Documents Committee, Lists of Publications of the British Columbia Government 

have been issued three times a year and forwarded to the Ontario Library Review for 
publication, the University of British Columbia Library and the Public Libraries of 
Victoria and Vancouver, Cumulated lists of the 1940 publications have been forwarded 
to the same libraries. 





In anticipation of the publication of a supplement to the “Publications 
of the Government of British Columbia 1871-1937" within the next five years, a close 
check is being made for errors and omissions. It is requested that a note of such 
be forwarded to the Provincial Library for inclusion in the revision. 


It has been found that while the distribution of British Columbia 
documents has been improved, the same cannot be said of the distribution of Canadian 
documents. In spite of the Order in Council passed seme ysars ago, the free automatis 
distribution of Canadian documents has for the most part come to an abrupt end, even 
to the Provincial Libraries, while the distribution of documents from other Provinces 


is almost nil. 


It is recommended that the distribution of Canadian government docu- 
ments, Provincial and Federal, be one of the first problems that the proposed Cana- 
dian Council be asked to undertake. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Thressa Pollock, 
John Lort, 
Marjorie C. Holmes, Chairman. 


Employment Committee: At the present time there are nine trained librarians seeking 





employment in british Columbia. Three of these are engaged in full-time library — 
work outside the Province, two in part-time library work, and one in clerical duties 
in Vancouver, The remaining three are unemployed. 


The excellent files which Miss Dorothy Kelly began for this work have 
been very valuable to the present committee in carrying it on. For the convenience 
of employers interested in applicants from distant cities, we have added a photo- 
graph file which is available on request. 


In the course of answering recent inquiries from a specialized library 
for a trained librarian, there has arisen the question of expanding this service to 
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include a list of librarians in B.C. wishing to change their present positions. It 
would be a confidential file, entirely separate from the usual circuler sent to chief 
librarians, The success of this project would depend, of course, on the willingness 
of individual librarians to submit their names, and it is hoped that there will be an 
expression of opinion as to the ethics of this suggestion at this convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Ruth E, Cameron, Chairman. 
Legislative Committee: The Legislation Committee reports that the Public Libraries 


Act was amended by the Public Libraries Act Amendment Act, 1940, which made the fole 
lowing changes: 














(1) Amend. s. 30 = Powers and duties of the board - sec. 2, clause (c), is amended 
by adding at the end of clause (c) the words "and of all money received pursuant 
to agreement for library service", 


(2) Sec, 45 concerning the withdrawal of a municipality or school district from the 
union library district is amended by fixing the time for vote and time for a 
petition as not later than October 1. It specifies how notices of receipt shall 





be sent and further amends sec, 45 by fixing withdrawal time as three months from 
date of proclamation for municipality and the end of the calendar year for school 
library. 


The specific charge of this Committee was to forward the Report present- 


ed by it and adopted by the members of the British Columbia Library Association at the 
last annual meeting to the Public Library Commission for submission to the Minister, 
with a request that the changes should be incorporated in the Public Libraries Act. 





As the Chairman of the Public Library Commission was also a member of 


the Committee only one meeting was held on October 13th, at which the Report was 
formally turned over to him. 


On November 19th a letter from the Secretary of the Public Library Com- 


mission officially advised us of the action of the Public Library Commission on this 
matter: 


"At a meeting of the Commission held on November 15 it was reported 
that, in view of the declared opposition of the Executive Committee of the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities, the Honourable the Provincial Secretary felt 
that it would be unwise to introduce this legislation until such time as op- 
portunity could be given to present the question for full consideration by 
the Union in open convention. You will doubtless therefore wish to take the 
matter up with the Association and provide for future action." 


This Committee recommends that the Minister's suggestion be adopted and 


that the matter be left with the Public Library Commission to present to the Union of 
B.C. Municipalities this year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy Salisbury, 
H. Norman Lidster, 
Anne M, Smith, Chairman, 
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Membership Committee: The Committee reports that the following are the figures for 
B.U.s.LeAe membership to date: 





Life members 12 
Institutional 8 
Individual 75 
Total 95 


Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Creelman, Chairman. 


Publicity Committee: Upon the advice of the out-going committee, the publicity 
programme for 1940-41 has been built around newspaper and magazine articles, rather 
than the radio. Where individual libraries had made satisfactory radio contacts, 
we offered congratulations, and if needed, co-operation, but no effort has been made 
to establish new library programmes. 





Full-page articles, with pictures, have been placed in the magazine 
section of the Victoria Colonist, with another to appear shortly; a very witty and 
informative article on "Quizzing the Experts" was used by the Victoria Times, both 
papers giving splendid co-operation to the publicity material for the book drives 
conducted by the I.0.D.E.; and a feature article in the Western Recorder has re- 
sulted in a “repeat order" for this magazine. 


On the Mainland, Miss Margaret Creelman is the publicity representative, 
and has placed material with the Vancouver papers, An article on the Fraser Valley 
Union Library is to appear in the Sunday issue shortly. 


Material from British Columbia has been used in the P.N.L.A,. quarterly 
during the year, and the War Service libraries have been "featured" several times. 


Special book displays have been arranged and the adult education work 
of the Vancouver Public Library has been well publicized by means of special folders, 


etc, 


Feature articles have been written by your chairman, in collaboration 
with Miss G.L.eM. Wilson, who did the article for the Western Recorder, and by Miss 
Constance Hobbs, both members of the Publicity Committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy Ve Crighton, Chairman. 


ANNUAL The programme for the annual conference to be held in the Brock Building 
MEETING at the University of British Columbia, May 16th, is as follows: 





Morning Session 





Registration 9:00 - 9:30. 
Roll call of Libraries. 





ae te et ae ae Ue lnm i 








Morning Session (cont'd): 





Reports - 
Secretary. 
Treasurer. 
Auditing Committee. 
Discussion of reports of standing committees, 
(These are included in this Bulletin in order that members 
may read them and be prepared to discuss them at the meeting). 
President's Remarks. 
Unfinished Business. 
Discussion of the organization of a Canadian Library Association. 


Afternoon Session: 





Registration 1:30 - 2:00. 

Discussion of the Survey Report of the Provincial Library 
Commission 2:00 - 3:15. 

Tea 3:15 = 3:45. 

Discussion of the school libraries' section of the Survey Report 
of the Provincial Library Commission 3:45 - 5:00. 

Report of the Resolutions Committee. 

Report of the Nominating Committee, 


Evening Session: 





Dinner in Brock Memorial Building 7:30. 
Installation of now Executive. 
Entertainment to follow. 


The Brock Memorial Building has been put at the disposal of the B,C.L.A, 
for the day» There will be sufficient space to provide for various displays featur- 
ing the Carnegie collections of art and music, Japanese flower arrangements, extension 
work, government documents. In the June number of the Wilson Bulletin a list of 
Qutstanding Reference Books of 1940 will be published. Most of the books on the list 
from which the selection will be made will be on display and it is suggested that 
members make their own selection of the ten best reference books of the year. Special 
mention must be made of the Lawren Harris art exhibit now at the Vancouver Art Gallery, 
which will be on view in the Brock Building on the day of the conference. It is hoped 
that the members will take full advantage of the opportunity offered by these displays. 


Luncheon may be obtained in the dining room of the Brock Building and 
the dinner will be served there at 7:30. The luncheon tickets, at 45 cents, and dinner 
tickets, at 75 cents, may be obtained at the time of registration. 


For members who are remaining on the campus throughout the day there 
will be a few rooms available at the Union College for a nominal sum. Evening dress 
for the dinner is optional, 


Following the dinner the Extension Departments of the University will 
present a display of moving pictures, Between 5:00 and 7:00 there will be a concert 
of recordings from the Carnegie collection of records. 
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Mr. John Ridington has been appointed chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee. 


Fares. Unfortunately, the week-end rate from Victoria does not apply 
to the Thursday night boat. However, a reduced rate may be obtained if at least ten 
members leave Victoria at the same time. The tickets will be good for 16 days and it 
will not be necessary for everyone to return to Victoria at the same time. 


It is suggested that Victoria members breakfast on the boat, and be in 


front of the waiting-room at 8:30 when cars will be on hand to take them to the 
University. 


CANADIAN A brief sketch of the movement toward the establishment of a profession 
LIBRARY al organization of librarians in Canada. 
ASSOCIATION 





As early as 1925, a group of Canadian librarians representing eight of 
the nine Provinces, met at the Seattle Conference of A.L.A. to discuss the possibili- 
ties of the formation of an organization of librarians in Canada. Two subsequent 
meetings held in Vancouver resulted in a loose organization being effected. This wm: 
designed to set about certain obvious tasks which needed doing. 


By 1927, wien A.L.A. met in Toronto, the idea had spread and gained 
strength to the point where an executive was appointed to keep the organization aliv 
and take steps to make it permanent. ‘Two hundred enthusiastic librarians voiced the 
approval of such a body and so the first Canadian Library Association came into bein 
On a rising tide of prosperity few doubted the feasibility of operating an independ 
body of professional librarians in this country and felt safe in passing on the job 
of making the wheels go to a newly formed executive. 








After some months of correspondence and discussion it was realized thi 
the new-born babe could not survive without revenue from some source other than membé 
ship fees, Possibilities of Provincial and Federal aid were canvassed and as no phil 
anthropic corporation or foundation seemed to exist in Canada, the whole scheme had 
regretfully to be left in abeyance. The depression period prevented its revival ut 
1934. 


In that year, at the Montreal A.L.A. conference, the third major att 
to organize was made, Meanwhile, mention should be made of discussions between Ad 
officials, Carnegie Corporation officials and certain Canadian librarians, which aro 
out of the survey, "Libraries in Canada", published in 1933, These progressed to th 
point where at the Chicago A.L.A. conference in that year the Carnegie Corporation 
requested and was given a tentative budget covering the operation of a proposed Cant 
dian Library Association over a period of five years. Failure to ensure survival o 
the proposed body after the five-year period resulted in a stalemate, although the 
whole question was revived again the following year at the Montreal conference. 


Most enthusiastic meetings were held at this conference, which ap- _ 
pointed an organization committoe which in turn appointed an executive of five. Ti 
new organization known as the "Canadian Library Council" was empowered to proceed @ 
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the drafting of a constitution, fixing of membership fees, etc. etc. Consultations 
were held with Carnegie Corporation officials present regarding possibility of a 
grant toward establishment and operating costs of the newly formed body. The results 
were reported at the conference and the executive was empowered to proceed with the 
negotiations, Such important matters as an official publication, affiliation with 
A.LeA. and the L.A. of Great Britain were also discussed. Many Canadian librarians 
evinced not only an interest but an enthusiasm for the new movement which was like 
its predecessors to suffer an eclipse, again due to lack of funds. 


Mention should perhaps be made here that throughout all proceedings of 
this nature, the secretary end other officials of A.L.A. have always shown a complete 
desire to co-operate and to help in every way possible with the problem of setting up 
a professional body in Canada. They have at no time endeavoured to dominate the poli- 
cy of such an organization or to do more than give it their blessing. It would seem 
almost self-evident that A.L.A. would welcome some organization in Canada to which it 
could defer and to which it could refer matters strictly Canadian, In spite of the 
above-mentioned facts, there is still some opposition in parts of Canada to any form 
of organization which includes even affiliation with A.L.A. 


It remains only to mention a more recent development which occurred in 
October, 1940, when President Culver, of A.L.A., appointed a special committee of 
five Canadian consultants to A.L.A. for the year ending August 31, 1941. 


The duties of this committee were - "(1) to make themselves available 
as consultants on any matters affecting Canadian library interests and the A.L.Ae; 
(2) to consider as an informal committee how the A.L.A. can be made more useful to 
Canadian librarians and libraries; (3) if you see fit, to recommend to the Council 
the establishment of a permanent Canadian advisory committee or board," 


This committee met in Ottawa in January, 1941, and recommended the 
following: 


(1) That a Canadian Library Council be established composed of the 
following persons: 


Miss Nora Bateson, Director of Regional Libraries, Nova Scotia. 

Mr, Alexander Calhoun, Chief Librarian, Calgary. 

Miss Helen Grenier, Librarian, Catholic School Commission, 
Montreal. 

Miss Margaret S. Gill, Librarian, National Research Council, 
Ottawa e 

Dr. GeR,e Lomer, Librarian, McGill University. 

Mr. ES. Robinson, Chief Librarian, Vancouver. 

Mr. C.R. Sanderson, Chief Librarian, Toronto. 


(2) That the Canadian Library Council shall take under consideration 
such projects as the following: 


The submission of briefs or petitions to the Canadian 
Government on any matters which concern the interests of Canadian libraries, 


The forwarding of the establishment of a Canadian National 
Library, which in addition to the usual functions shall also serve as a 
national central lending library. 
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Canadian libraries, 


Together with any other projects presented to it from 
Provincial Library Associations, or otherwise which shall concern the interests 
of librarianship or libraries in Canada. 


(3) That, to enable the Canadian Library Council to plan a definite 
programme of work and to aid it in the accomplishment of such programme, the America 
Library Association be requested to put forward and support an appeal to the Carnegit 
Corporation for a financial endowment covering a period of years. 


(4) That the Canadian Library Council be desired to take under early 
consideration the practicability of an extension of its primary constitution so 4s 
to include elected (not ex officio) representation of Canadian Provincial Library 

Associations. 


(5) That in order to combine a continuity of policy with a rotation 
of membership, one primary member of the Canadian Library Council shall retire at 
the end of each year of office. 


(6) That one of the aims of the Canadian Library Council shall be 
the establishment of a permanent and self-supporting Canadian Library Organization 


The establishment of a Canadian quarterly or monthly library 
bulletin as a medium for conveying news of interest and value to Canadian 
libraries, including book selection information. 


The development of Friends of Libraries activities whenever 
conditions within the Dominion shall make such activities practicable. 


The establishment of a central bureau of information for 
and about Canadian libraries. 


Provision for field visitors for the extension of library 
activities in the Dominion, 


The publication of bibliographical material of value to 
Examples of such material might be: 
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The establishment on a permanent basis of a Canadian 
index to periodicals. 


The continuance in an expanded form of an annual recori 
of books published in Canada, about Canada, or by Cam- 
dians, especially if the Toronto Public Libraries 
should be compelled to discontinue the annual Ganadian 
Catalogue now issued from there, 


Check list of historical manuscripts in the possession 
of libraries throughout the Dominion. 


The publication of such work as that done by Miss Marie 
Tremaine on early Canadian printing. 
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There the matter stands awaiting action of these recommendations by 
A.LeAe council which it is anticipated will be done at the Boston Conference in June. 
Until such time, the committee of five hopes Canadian librarians and provincial bodies 
everywhere will discuss the whole question and advise it of their opinions and wishes. 


E. S. Robinson. 





OKANAGAN Mrs. Muriel Ffoulkes reports: "I think that the thing that has pleased 
UNI ON us best here during the last few months has been the way that Kelowna 
LIBRARY has handled their library levy. The Chairman of our Library Board is 


the Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kelowna City Council. 
He has accomplished something this year that he has wanted to do for some time; that 
is, the absorption of the Library levy into the general City levy. This means that, 
instead of a separate payment amounting to $1.50 against each owner of land, the li- 
brary tax will be included in the general levy, nor will it show on the tax papers, 
If all cities in a Union District would do this I think that it would lessen our 
taxation difficulties considerably." 





PRENCE The other-than-usual library enterprises of the North Central District 
GEORGE under the Public Library Commission are the inter-library loans between 
three public library associations and the co-operative school library 
project involving the schools of which the inspectors, Mr. C.J. Frederickson and 


Mr. He D. Stafford, are official trustees, The latter enterprise will be outlined at 
a later date, if possible, 





The inter-library loans continue and the associations carry on although 
under difficulties financial, mental and spiritual. As is natural, the Prince George 
Association is larger than the others and seemingly has longer roots. It is a small 
library yet, but this last year has seen a stretching in the move into larger and much 
more adequate quarters. A part of the building used as headquarters for the city 
fire department has been partitioned off, the ceiling and walls repaired and decorated, 
shelves built and furniture bought, so that quite a goodly number of borrowers may be 
in the library at one time without inconvenience, In the old quarters three certainly 
was a crowd, As the building in which the library now is housed belongs to the city 
there will not be the usual overhead expenses so that more money should be available 


for books, It is hoped also that more and more the city will assume responsibility 
for this public service. 


The book collection has grown steadily and the recent acquisition of 
standard works from the Public Library Commission collection in Victoria will strength- 
en the foundations materially. The children's collection is being remembered and will 
grow. The Prince George branch of the Public Library Commission augments the collec- 
tions of the associations with loans every four months. The number of books in the 
loans depends on the amount of money spent by the associations on books during the year, 
At present about one-fifth of the books loaned to the Prince George association are 
children's books. 
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The local association sponsored a. unique and very successful tea 
recently. The theme centred around Alice of Wonderland fame, the setting being the 
garden scene where Five, Seven and Two were painting white roses red. The wait- 
resses were costumed to represent the painters of roses while Alice flitted to and 
fro among the guests. It was one of the most successful of the numerous organiza- 
tion teas held here for raising desired funds, It proved good publicity for the 
annual meeting and what was most desirable from the library standpoint its appeal 
was general, involving citizens representing a great number of interests, A li- 
brary poster competition for public school students brought very good results and 
has provided the library with material for future use; another publicity aid. 

A worthwhile experience for the male members of the board was looking after the 
library while the tea was in process, As the library is situated across from the 
hall where the tea was served the men enjoyed a busy afternoon. 


“It may be possible to report on activities of the other associations 
at a later date. The work of all the associations is carried on gratuitously by 
members of the communities and outside professional assistance is appreciated and 
needed. As much as possible is given through the Prince George branch of the Con- 
mission, but more time should be available for this work. 


The annual meetings have been held and new boards elected for the year, 


It is gratifying to see that Mr. Campbell, the very busy Government Agent at Smithers, 


is carrying on as Secretary-Treasurer of the Smithers Public Library Association, ani 
that Mrs. Dawson, who commenced as librarian-custodian at Quesnel, has assumed res- 
ponsibility as Secretary-Treasurer of the Quesnel Public Library Association, while 
Mrs. E, Hoops again is taking her turn in the corresponding position at Telkwa, 


The Prince George meeting was more representative than the one a year 
ago, although still not large. The interesting programme again was designed for 
wide appeal which, I feel, is a phase that should be stressed. The teacher in charg 
of technical training introduced a group of applied science and arts books donated 
during the year by the Junior Chamber of Commerce; a member read an interesting 
article on children's reading; one of the citizens spoke briefly on the place of the 
library in the community; the librarian with maternal responsibility commented on thi 
work of the year before, reading two Junior Bookshelf editorials stressing the neces 
sity of maintaining high standards inspite of external upheaval, and finished by reat: 
ing the A.L.A. statement “unanimously adopted" by the Council and printed in the 
Bulletin for January, 1941. Mr. C.J. Frederickson, Inspector of Schools, gave the 
main address of the evening making no small contribution to the creating of readin 
interest, 


Altogether the trends and recent activities seem to suggest that this 
organization is growing, spreading, and has roots, 





Miss Van Cooten, of Prince Rupert Public Library, reports: "At our 
last library board meeting held early in the month, a new member, 
Mrs. Arnold Flaten, joined the board, replacing Mr. Reid McLennan, 
who left for the South some time ago after giving good service for a number of year 
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A very successful tag day was held on the last Saturday of March, con- 
ducted by Mrs. William Brass» All eighteen taggers were regular juvenile borrowers 
and were most enthusiastic. The proceeds of the day are to be used in buying new 
books for the children's section. 


The circulation has increased steadily since last September, Many of 
the new borrowers are men in the service; army, navy and air-force. I regret to say, 
however, that our non-fiction section of the library is not up to standard so far as 
technical books and volumes on languages go. There is a constant demand for these 
two portions of the non-fiction." 





VANCOUVER Miss Hoffmeister reports on the library established in the Vancouver Unit 


PUBLIC of the Division of Tuberculosis Control of the Provincial Board of Health. 
LIBRARY This has been in operation now for a year and the collection has grown 


from 152 books to 329 with a circulation for the year of 2,648. She says 
"From the very beginning results were most encouraging. The patients, as well as the 
staff, showed a marked interest in this new experiment. The need for a service of this 
kind was quite apparent. The proper prescription of books has long been known as one 
of the most important antidotes to mental unrest and it is towards this goal that our 
work has been directed......Our demand still far exceeds our supply but at least a 
start has been made toward organized reading and selection of books for the patients. 
As new books have been added lists have been prepared and mimeographed for the patients* 
uses Manila cards have then been distributed and the patients allowed to reserve any 
book or books which they desire, Suggestions are welcomed at all times and are noted 
for future reference by the librarian. As far as possible, the patients' requests 
are considered in the matter of book selection. Results of the work during the past 
year have been very gratifying as well as extremely interesting and it is hoped that 
the coming year will bring to the library an even greater measure of success," 





The seventh annual series of lectures sponsored by the Adult Education 
Committee of the Vancouver Public Library closed with the final crowded evening on 
April 2nd. There were twenty-six lectures on "Current Events", Registrations for 
the course numbered two hundred and sixteen and a large number were turned away. 
There is need for a reasonably priced hall twice the size of that in the Medical and 


Dental Auditorium. Ideally such a series should be housed in the Library*s own 
auditorium, 


A free public symposium on "The Balkans: their place in world affairs" 
was held on Sunday, March 9th, at the First Unitarian Church. Prof. F.H. Soward was 
the main speaker and he was questioned by Mr. Mervyn Davis of the Youth Council, 

Wr. J,E. Gibbard, of Magee High School, and Rev. T.S. Pagesmith, of the Unitarian 
Church, Afterwards the audience took part in a lively discussion. The church was 
crowded. 


Experience on committees sponsoring small book reviewing and social study 
groups leads one to conclude that, given leadership and a meeting place, the Library 
could successfully enter this field in a large and co-ordimated way. An experiment 
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in convening a play reading group during the past season has shown that this is 
another activity which would flourish under library sponsorship. 





The Adult Education Committee of the Vancouver Public Library donated 
an additional fifty dollars to the Red Cross unit of the Vancouver Public Library 
Staff Association for wool, completing their gift of one hundred dollars, 





VICTORIA A report compiled by the Librarian for the first quarter of 1941] re- 
veals certain interesting comparisons with the same period of 1940. 
LIBRARY The number of borrowers registered is 44 per cent greater; the total 





registration is 17 per cent greater; circulation is 15 per cent higher; 
circulation of books on applied science is 39 per cent higher, and the number of books 
added is 122 per cent higher. 


SCHOOL In February the School Librarians' Association he}d a dinner meeting 
LIBRARIES when Dr. Dorothy Mawdsley gave a most entertaining talk on the develop- 


ment of the Huntingdon Library. 


The sectional meeting for Librarians at the Teachers' Convention was 
held on April 15th. Fifty-seven librarians from all parts of the Province met to take 
part in a varied programme, Miss Hotson of the Vancouver Public Library gave very 
practical suggestions about the complicated problem of book buying today. 


Dr. Kaye Lamb introduced the "Manual for Small School Libraries" pre- 
pared by the Public Library Commission. 


There was a round-table discussion of the new report card for library 
marks. 


Prof. Ronald Hilton of the Modern Language Department of the University 
of British Columbia told of his experience as a librarian and student in Madrid at th 


time of the Revolution. 


The new executive are: President - Miss Jean Woodrow, King Edward High 
School; Secretary - Miss Lucille Holtz, Queen Elizabeth School. 





WAR AND A Red Cross Group with a maximum of output and a minimum of effort, ant 
THE LIBRARY the adoption of two children are the major interests of the Staff of t# 

Vancouver Public Library - apart from its regular work in the War Servi 
Library. 


The Red Cross Group was formed a year ago and with two exceptions has 
been entirely supported by a very simple method - a weekly raffle. The prizes are al! 
donated by Staff members and their friends. Boxes of candy, nuts and shortbread, cup 
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and saucers have been popular but when a rare book, a paper-knife designed and carved 

by Mr. Menzies, Curator of the Museum, a War Saving Certificate or tickets for a Kirsten 
Flagstad concert are offered, the ten-cent ticket sales are doubled. The two excep- 
tions were a gift of $100. from the Adult Education Committee and the proceeds from a 
moving picture travelogue. The latter, the only money-raising function held during the 
year, was a colored movie taken by Miss Marjorie Leeming during her year in South Africa, 
followed by refreshments and a display of finished Red Cross articles. These funds to- 
gether with the proceeds from the raffles amounted to $130.02, purchasing material for 
nearly four hundred articles. 


The menthly supper meetings are scenes of great activity when material is 
cut out for children's garments, knitted squares are assembled and sewn into afghans, 
and a great deal of knitting and sewing accomplished. Besides the usual sox, seamen's 
stockings, sweaters, two-way mitts, turtle-neck scarves and Balaclava helmets, dresses, 
suits and underclothing for refugee children are made. Particularly attractive are the 
princess dresses of royal blue with red buttons for the girls and the grey flannel 
trousers with sweaters to match for the little boys. When one of the boys on the Staff 
left to join the Air Force a complete outfit of gloves, two-way mitts, sweater, scarf, 
helmet and sox was presented to him. In addition, babies' sets of bonnets, jackets 
and bootees are made, knitting done for Women's Auxiliary Corps, and blankets pur- 
chased. 


The two children adopted by the Staff are a brother and sister evacuated 
from England. They live in a private home in the country and their clothing, pocket 
money, Christmas and birthday gifts are the responsibility of the Staff for the dura- 


tion of the war. A bicycle is being bought this year to enable the girl to attend 
High School, 





STAFF The Staff Association of the Vancouver Public Library has devoted most 
ISSOCIATIONS of its energy in 1940-41 to war work. Besides forming an active Red 

Cross unit we have continued our work for the War Service Library. 
Early in the year we offered to contribute the clothing for two evacuated children, 
Monthly subscriptions promised from the staff are more than enough to cover the $100, 
per year specified by the Provincial Supervisor. 





Two other canvasses for money were very successful, the staff subscrib- 
ing $565. to the Welfare Fund and $295, to the War Services Fund, In addition 90% 
of the staff are buying War Savings Certificates. 


Qne of our meetings was devoted to discussing the formation of a Cana- 
dian Library Association. The vote was unanimous in favor of such an Association. 


Furnishing our staff room has continued throughout the year, many members 
mking generous gifts and the Library Board has contributed largely to the purchase 
ofa rug and chesterfield, 
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PERS ONAL Armstrong: Miss Kathleen Armstrong, Toronto '41, has been appointed 
NOTES to the Th 
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One of the encouraging signs of the growth of democracy in library 
associations is the increasing activity of their younger members, Staff associations 
are training them and they are able to carry their share of professional duties and 
pleasures. Too often in the past a few in executive positions have been greatly over. 
burdened while competent younger members were given little part. One basic rule of 
any organization is that interest is engendered by responsibility and work. 





rary of the University of Western Ontario, London. 
Bishop: Mr. Roger Bishop, Toronto '41, is now Camp Librarian at Petawawa. 


Laing: Miss Muriel Laing is now on the staff of the Victoria Public Library. 
Ss Laing is a U.B.C. graduate and took her library work at the College of William 
and Mary in 1940. 


McLarty: Miss Islay McLarty, Librarian of Britannia High School, is on leave of 
absence studying for a library degree at the University of California. 


Pike: Miss Isobel Pike has been added to the staff of the Victoria Public Library, 
Wiss Pike, an A.T.C.M., has taught msic appreciation in the Victoria Public Schools 
and is organist and choir leader at Fairfield United Church, It is hoped that her 
knowledge of music will aid in building up the music collection of the library, 





